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Dear Margie, 

Enclosed ara copies of latter* I have written Bob 1 -* K, the editor of 
-.be Saturday Evening Post and Dr. Bahmer, for your Information. Although I cannot 
conceive of his accepting my challenge, I have prepared the notea for 1— » n « 
a commentary -ana ly ais of '*ise’a writing. This new sensation la :onsl stent with the 
analysis 1 g vs you of the Thompson work when it fi.-st appeared in the Post, thile 
the CIA Inference is now stronger, I am unaware of any proof of It. 

I have kept going at about the same pace, am more tired and fatter for 
it, tnd feel that despite the abjence of. external proof, we ere making progress, 
alth' ugh earlier I freely predicted Johnson would not run, recently, with hie 
increasing over-commitment to wrong policy I did not so think. Hence I was as 
atun-ed as pos.-ibl? by his l at-night'a announcement. I have been too busy working 
to atop for a careful thinking through of lta meaning. 

Instinctively, I fear attributing it to the need for a basic change 
in policy because 1 believe those who cor.trol policy snd who have bem the major 
beneficiaries of the ter-ible ones we have followed are not prepared to and will 
suffer from basic change. As I think of what he said of Vietnam I also ponder 
what he did not, and I wonder if his purpose was to seem superficially reasonable 
while insisting up-n what the other aide will not accept, thus assuring no change. 

His reasons can he entirely personal, perhaps medical. His iSaebethien 
situation may have been a major factor, for without doubt people are openly -and 
in gr°8t number, from my exp~ri j nce -saying he had something, to do with the assassina- 
tion. ^e have r ached a majority of the people and we have influenced them and 
their thinking and understanding. If this is the reason, it more thas justifies 
the enormous work we have done and the great coat we have paid and the sacrifices 
we have made. 

In the context of O obbj'a statement out there, I find myself wandering 
if he had something to do with it - if he had come acoross something we have nCt 
and was using it. 'A'hataver can be said of a obby, I do not think ha can be considered 
a fool, 1 „n erstand how greet or important men become the creatures of their 
edvl«ors and that, like lesser men, they say things under pressure they mey not 
mean in -reciaely the way they ?peak. But I cannot believe Bobby has "seen everyC 
thing" and supports the Varren Heport, unless something else is involved. 

I have be->n busy or. the Hew Orleana end, having been there twice since 
I swe you. I am about to return, as soon as I conduct another investigation in the 
midwest, of a witness I turned up here. **y work there has teen quite fruitful. I 
have new witness-- a, never spoken to by the government, statements Iran those not 
asked the right questions by the government, many things I cannot go into here. I 
have learned more of Oswald and his easociates -and he had theo-end of some of the 
other people involved. Jim haa been following my^eadftof *hornley. *y owh witnessea 
establish hla guilt ofSiperJury overwhelmingly l Jim may have others, but he doesn't 
need them) and it becomes increasingly clear that T ho rnl*y may be of considerable 
significance. There is s witness * held off interviewing for almost two years, to 
give myself time to learn more, who haa been incredibly informative about him and 
who haa led to others. ..Thornley "celebrated" the assassination, in the company of 
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■m to whoa • number of my «itMM«i have points loe for aontha. Perhaps X will 
aaak to Interview him thia earning trip. 

Please under* tend that X do not Intend sitting in Judgement on other*, 
that i underatand each baa hla own intaraat and Ufa to lead* Bat I sincerely 
jegrat that no other of ua baa dona any real work whan ha baa bean In Hew orison*. 

dice inreatigatora are uniquely unaulted for the kind of investigation required. 
They oennot think aa they mnat, cannot establish a rapport with those with when ' 
they must associate, and they remain -fuzz-. If •'la's lawyera are hatter suited, 
they haven’t time. Thera is a wealth of information avail* la, sad no one to 
gather it. This is the major reason I got there when I cannot afford to. Bach 
trip la increasingly micoeaaful. I now bars a small band of amateur investigators 
working down there, end they ere placing things together rather wall. If I eeuld 
atey there long enough, I think I oould add a volunteer office ataff. One of the 
missing requirements is someone to transcribe tapes of interviews, something that 
simple end baelo. Another la a small group to do simple research. 



r v Beginning with my firat trip, now a year ago, 1 developed annlntercst 
in Barbara Reid, e sort of benevolent Madam La rrtige of the (barter. Xlm and Moaooo 
both knew her end would have nothing to doxwith her. When I Was satisfied that she 
is on our side and would be helpful, for leok of an alternative I turned her over 
to a staff policeman. Fortunately, when he oould not communicate, circumstances 
required thet Mooraoo contaot her and now, through her, the office cen draw an a 
considerable knowledge of the Quarter and its people.... One day I phoned and aaked 
her to get whet she oculd afxxam about someone. That night she had information 
from six people. 



Orest Pena has turned on again. Son* day 1 m uat tell you end Joe tt» 
atory of how he got turned off end what turned him on again, causing Mm to reach 
e besic decision, as he fomulsted It, "Okay, so X get a bullet in the heed. S 0 , 
until then, l enjoy myself". Aith this he went out and bought a purple Cadillac 
convertlble-which provides me with some of my transportation, especially nocturnal, 
when I am there. Through Mm 1 have turned on eeverel new witnesses to the 
"drunk" and what related. It waa not a drunk, it was not the only time Oswald or 
"Oswald" was there, with the seme companion, and I oan date the inoident • the day 
before Oswald went to Bringuier. Pena has become e good (and accomodating) friend. 
The night Jim closed down the DA’ a banquest when they triad to censor hlm-end they 
did, exactly thet-I waa there- Pane decided X had to relax for a eouple hours. Why, 
after dinner, he took me to the Playboy Club! la a member: He has gone out and 
bought a tape recorder ao he oan interview wltneaaes for me-and I think he will. 

“e taae voluntarily performed aorthwMle co unterintelligance functions mdk knew 
what to do. Fantastio? I 

» 

Two little old ladiea much toom rich for tennis ahosa helped me with 
one of my long-atanding suspicions, as you nay recall if from Oswald in Haw orlaane. 

now know that those handbills found near tha Relaman residence ware also found 
within holding-the-breeth walking distance of the home end the then printing- 
plant of Kent Courtney*. And I can now eateblleh what X have long known, thet 
Thornley worked for him. At the seme time one gave me her card, which reads, 

"Don’t fire until you see the red of their Ilea". 



There la much more thet I cannot now go into. Thera la nothing X oan spy 
that can relieve tha apprehensions A know you have, I also still hava them. Perhaps 
the time will cans whan I can gat out there again and wa oan spend an evening and 
I cen bring you up to date. How I’ve got to get baok to other thinga, beginning with 
breakfast then preparing to- tha second of a earl a a of Sevan three-hour TT hroedeeate 
in Washington (unfortunately on a wall TEF station, but that's better than nothing}. 
Hope you are all well. If yc*i learn anything about Butler, no natter how trivial, 
please let aa know. I cannot think hla dUnppesraase frcn Haw Orleans eh thia Jn— t a rs 
la entirely naaninglaao. Sincerely, ( L-^ 




